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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PA TENT 
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If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 



A. Pay FEE DUE shown above, or 



B. File verified statement of Small Entity Status before, or with, 
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Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
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fees when due. 
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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on^he cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at thf 
initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Examiner's Interview Summary dated 5-9-2001 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 4 and 5 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are acceptable as formal drawings. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ Ail b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE 
FOR SUBMITTING NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS , OR A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION. This three-month period for 
complying with the REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL is extendable under 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

6. □ Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF INFORMAL APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why 

the oath or declaration is deficient. A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION IS REQUIRED. 

7. □ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 



Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The drawings 
should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

8. □ Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 

Any reply to this letter should include, in the upper right hand corner, the APPLICATION NUMBER (SERIES CODE / SERIAL NUMBER). If 
applicant has received a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due, the ISSUE BATCH NUMBER and DATE of the NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE should also be included. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/402,405 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1623 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kathleen Tyrell on May 9, 2001 . 

A) In the specification: 

Insert the "ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE" below on a separate page 

numbered —22 — . . _ 

— ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Methods of measuring carboxypeptidase A levels and total carboxypeptidase A 
levels, wherein procarboxypeptidase A is converted to carboxypeptidase A by addition 
of clostripain, in a biological fluid with a carboxypeptidase A substrate, specificity of 
which is enhanced by addition of a carboxypeptidase A specific inhibitor are provided. 
In addition, methods of diagnosing acute pancreatitis by measurement of 
carboxypeptidase A levels and pancreatic cancer by measurement of total 
carboxypeptidase A levels are also provided. 




1°) 
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2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The reasons for allowance of the claims is that none of the prior art of record 
disclose or suggest a method for measuring total carboxypeptidase A levels in a 
biological fluid comprising (A) converting any carboxypeptidase A in a biological fluid to 
carboxypeptidase A by addition of clostripain; (B) contacting the biological fluid with a 
carboxypeptidase A substrate in the presence or absence of a carboxypeptidase A 
specific inhibitor; and C) measuring changes in optical density from hydrolysis of the 
carboxypeptidase A substrate by carboxypeptidase A in the biological fluid substrate in 
the presence or absence of a carboxypeptidase A specific inhibitor; nor a method for 
diagnosing early stage pancreatic cancer in a patient comprising (A) ) converting any 
carboxypeptidase A in a biological fluid to carboxypeptidase A by addition of clostripain; 
(B) measuring total carboxypeptidase A levels in biological fluid by detecting changes 
in optical density from hydrolysis of carboxypeptidase A substrate in the presence or 
absence of a carboxypeptidase A specific inhibitor; and C) determining whether the 
measured levels of total carboxypeptidase A in biological patient fluid increased as 
compared to total carboxypeptidase A levels in healthy population due to elevated 
procarboxypeptidase A in the biological fluid as claimed in the present invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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3. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1235. 




-LOUISE N.LEARY 
PRMAKY EXAMINE* 



May 9, 2001 




